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NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS WEEK

Mr. DAINES. Madam President, it is
National Small Business Week, and in
Montana, small businesses are a crit-
ical part of our life. In fact, I grew up
watching my parents build a small
business. They are made up of hard-
working families who lift up their com-
panies and neighborhoods, and it is
what keeps our economy growing and
keeps our economy strong.

In fact, when I am back home in
Montana and back in my hometown of
Bozeman, you might find me in the
morning grabbing a cup of coffee from
Cold Smoke with my sweet wife Cindy,
or I might be heading over to Butte. I
might be picking up a new mount from
my taxidermist, Marc, who does a
great job there in Butte. Or maybe it is
time for dinner and grabbing a bite to
eat at the Mint in Belgrade. Of course,
if you are over in Billings, you have to
stop and get a cinnamon roll at
Stella’s. If you are heading through
Helena, get a great lunch there at
Steve’s Cafe. Or if you are up in the
northwest part of the State, you might
grab a beer at the Cabinet Mountain
Brewery. Or there is nothing like
breakfast at Syke’s in Kalispell.

In fact, one of the old-time favorites
in Missoula is the Thunderbird Motel.
They have a great owner there, Thel-
ma, who has been a friend for years. I
still remember how excited the men
and women who were stationed in Af-
ghanistan and from our very own 495th
from Kalispell were when we brought
over—hand-carried over to Afghani-
stan—back in December, some Hi-
Country beef jerky from Lincoln, MT,
because for them, that Hi-Country beef
jerky tasted like being back home.

These mom and pop shops of Mon-
tana tell the story of the ideals that
make our Nation great. In fact, in
Montana, 90 percent of our businesses
are small businesses—90 percent. Mon-
tana’s small business owners are hard-
working Montanans. They have taken
a leap of faith to pursue the dream of
owning their own business.

They get up early, they roll their
sleeves up, and they don’t stop working
until they get the job done. They are
folks who put everything they have
into starting a business. They are
working all day, oftentimes into the
night, to keep that business growing.
Their voices that make our economy
run in Montana are seldom heard on
the national stage.

Those businesses that I mentioned
earlier that I like to frequent are not
household names across our country.
They are well-known names back in
their respective communities, but they
are not on the national stage, and it is
my honor to be their voice, to fight for
policies that make their lives back in
Montana easier.

Thankfully, under Republican leader-
ship over the last 3 years, our country
has experienced record economic
growth. That is not by accident.

Since we passed tax reform, over 3l
million new jobs have been added to
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this economy, and we are seeing more
money in the pockets of Montanans.
Wages are up. Productivity is up. The
unemployment rate sits at a 50. That is
a five-decades-old low of 3.6 percent.
Many said that can never be done.
Guess what. Under President Trump’s
leadership, working with this Repub-
lican Congress, they have gotten it
done.

I want to make sure this economic
hot streak continues because our rural
communities back in Montana rely on
these small businesses. That is why
just last month I introduced the Main
Street Tax Certainty Act, which would
give these small businesses permanent
tax relief. When government stands out
of the way, when burdensome regula-
tions are lifted, and when Congress fi-
nally understands that it is not govern-
ment that creates growth but it is the
individuals—the hard-working men and
women in this country—then, there is
no telling how far we can go as a na-
tion. We have to keep this economy
booming, and we must keep Montana’s
small businesses thriving.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from West Virginia.
AMERICAN MINERS ACT

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, I
rise today to call for immediate action
on the American Miners Act. We have
an obligation to the miners across
America who have served our Nation
by providing us with energy through
our greatest advancements. They de-
serve to know that their pensions,
which they rightfully worked for, will
be funded fully, and they deserve to
have accessible healthcare, which was
guaranteed to them as well.

As the Senate fails to act, we con-
tinue to put our retired miners’
healthcare and pension benefits in
jeopardy yet again. I have been work-
ing with everyone from every angle in
order to prevent our miners from los-
ing their healthcare and benefits. But,
once again, they are facing a deadline
that puts their whole livelihood at
risk.

This has been a long fight, and it is
far from over. Everyone who has joined
me in this journey understands that
fighting for working people is what we
were sent here to do. These retired
miners are walking the halls and fight-
ing for what is rightfully theirs. I am
doing this for them. I promised them
that this body will not abandon them,
and I refuse to let them down.

To give you some background, the
1974 pension plan will be insolvent by
2022 if we do not act. We needed to act
a year ago or so, and we haven’t done
it. It is a shame. Miners who receive
their healthcare through companies
that went bankrupt in 2018 are at risk
of losing coverage in the coming
months if we fail to act soon.

How did we get here? Unlike many
other public and private pension plans,
in 1974, the miners’ pension plan was
well managed and 94 percent funded
prior to the crash of 2008. However, the
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financial crisis hit at a time when this
plan had its highest payment obliga-
tions. If the plan becomes insolvent,
these beneficiaries will face benefit
cuts, and the Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation will assume billions of dol-
lars in liabilities.

To address these issues, the Amer-
ican Miners Act would shore up the
1974 pension plan, which is headed for
insolvency due to coal company bank-
ruptcies and the 2008 financial crisis. It
would ensure that the miners who are
at risk due to 2018 coal company bank-
ruptcies will not lose their healthcare
and extend the Black Lung Disability
Trust Fund tax at $1.10 per ton of un-
derground-mined coal and 55 cents per
ton of surface-mined coal for 10 years.

West Virginia has more retired union
coal miners than any other State. More
than 27,000 retirees live in West Vir-
ginia alone.

I am going to read a letter to give
you perspective on what we are dealing
with. Richard from Morgantown, WV,
said:

I am writing this letter with respect and
concern to preserve our pension. My name is
Richard. I live in Morgantown, West Vir-
ginia. My career as an underground coal
miner lasted 35 years. I am soon to be 68
years old. Working underground all those
years, the physical labor tends to take a toll
on a person’s body. I receive a monthly pen-
sion of $1,466 a month from the UMWA Pen-
sion Fund. This monthly pension is used to
pay utility bills, purchase groceries, and ev-
eryday necessities. I am also helping to sup-
port my five year old grandson and his moth-
er, who doesn’t earn enough for them to live
on their own. You see, my daughter became
addicted to prescription opioids after having
serious medical problems. She has been clean
for five years and is trying to rebuild her
life, but we are supporting her and her son.
My pension is a major source of income for
my family and it would be devastating if I
were to lose any of it. I can’t imagine how
we would survive. Our county and sur-
rounding counties are heavily dependent on
the coal miners’ pension. Should we lose our
pension, the economy in this area would
plummet. I am also writing as a voice for
those who are unable to write to you. I am
asking your committee to carefully consider
the bill to preserve our pensions.

I have another one from Gary from
Southern West Virginia who wrote:

I have worked in the [United Mine Work-
ers] since 1973 at Cannelton Coal. I worked
about 13% years, then had a lay-off in the
early 80’s, had to find work in another field,
and got a job driving a school bus for 25
years. I'm retired now, but I still sub-drive
for the county, was in [a] . . . bus driver as-
sociation, and also drive a bus for Ace Ad-
venture Resort. I am 74 now and still very
active in the work force. I thank God for my
health. T am still married to a wonderful
woman, had 4 kids, 3 of them have passed
away, one from cancer, one [from] allergy,
my daughter died from a drug overdose. I am
still paying on my daughter’s funeral ex-
penses. This retirement check that I get
every month is a big help getting this bill
paid, also had to pay on one of my son’s fu-
neral expenses. Since 2011 it has been very
hard trying to keep your head above water.
I only get $261 a month but I am so thankful
for what I get. It really helps out a lot.
Please find a way so we can keep our retire-
ment check. We will keep on praying for all
you guys who are fighting for us.
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